complete abstinence from the use of coffee ; the avoidance 
of all excessive exertion ; rest and nutritious food. 

As a prophylactic measure, excessive indulgence in 
coffee should be discouraged and its use interdicted in all 
long-continued diseases accompanied by fever, such as 
typhoid fever, tuberculosis, chronic pymmia, in chronic 
diseases of the brain and spinal cord, in disturbances of 
the circulation, and in all diseases caused by defective 
lnematosis. W. M. L. 


1 H1. PATHOGENY OF VICE. 

A series of interesting papers on this subject has appeared 
in recent issues of the “ Western Medical Reporter." One 
influence that promotes crime is the system of herding to¬ 
gether of all sorts and conditions of criminals in reformatory 
(?) institutions. Among such evil associates the lad com¬ 
mitted for petty larceny easily acquires the art of burglary 
while in prison. One youth stated he would never have 
been in Sing Sing except for earlier incarceration in a House 
of Refuge, which he described as a perfect college of 
crime. 

Homicidal impulses result from disease. The epileptic 
is often a murderer simply because he has epilepsy. A lack 
of will-power is often due to the action of narcotics upon the 
brain-—alcohol, absinthe, opium, chloral, hasheesh, and 
cocaine ; and “ what's in a man when lie’s sober comes out 
when he is drunk.” 

The more lowly organized the brain, the more nearly 
then its possessor approximates the brute creation. After 
sunstroke, brain-cells have been left so impaired that alco¬ 
hol sometimes turns the sufferer into a raving maniac who 
is impelled to violence. Such a man needs seclusion and 
treatment, not punishment. 

The repression of prostitution the author considers too 
comprehensive a subject for present discussion, its moral, 
sociological, and physical aspects requiring the most careful 
attention. At the same time, he gives certain headings that 
afford food for thought: 

1. The duty of parents in regard to instructing children 
in matters of sex and reproduction. [This can be done 
easily by means of plants first, then the lower animals, then 
the higher, and, lastly, humans. Remember always that 
Dumas is right when he says children are as old as their 
questions—that is, their persistent questions.—L. F. B.] 
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II. The butterfly element in society, which demands 
that young men and young women shall live and dress 
more luxuriously than their means will permit, and hence 
the firm belief that matrimony is the prerogative of the 
wealthy few. 

III. The partiality of the world for men, and consequent 
double standard of morality that presents striking unfairness 
in regard to the misguided or vicious conduct of women. 

IV. The peculiar commercial cupidity which demands 
that dependent women shall work for almost nothing and 
support themselves on such salaries. The responsibility 
which is daily assumed by the proprietors of wealthy com¬ 
mercial enterprises is something to make one reflect upon 
man's inhumanity to woman. 

V. Diseased conditions and hereditary traits in women. 

It will be perceived that vice needs a new classification. 
And when all kinds of viciousness has assumed in the public 
mind its own local habitation and name, the word blame 
will gradually fall into disuse, and the criminal will become 
the joint ward of the doctor, the philanthropist, and the 
financier. L. T. B. 


NUTRITION IN HYSTERIA. 

Two physician's in Charcot’s clinic, Gilles De La Tour- 
rette and Cathelineau, have undertaken the study of this 
subject. Their observations appear in the “ Progres Medi¬ 
cal." In spite of Lmpereur’s dictum that “ mal-assimilation 
does not occur in hysteria," the authors undertake to show, 
by varied and careful research, how constant is impaired 
nutrition and how rapid the change for the better as the 
patient recovers from the attack. Weight increases in the 
same ratio that it was lost. Excretions are greatly dimin¬ 
ished. Were it not for this fact the loss in weight would 
probably be even greater than it is. L. F. B. 

URIC ACII) AND l’KRSONAL PECULIARITY. 

Dr. George Harley, in “Lancet," April 5, 1890, states— 
while correcting a typographical error, in the discussion 
following Sir Wm. Roberts' paper, which transforms “ birds ” 
into “bears ”—that he has endeavored to show the fallacy 
of supposing that diet exercises a greater influence on the 



